
APPENDIX 1

CHESAPEAKE REGION TIMELINE

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

¨ Precambrian era, 3.5 to one billion years ago
¨ Paleozoic era, 600 to 230 million years ago
¨ Mesozoic era, 230 to sixty-five million years ago
¨ Cenozoic era, sixty-five million years ago to the present
¨ Pre-Clovis possibilities, 18,000 to 11,500 years ago
¨ Paleo-Indian period, 11,500 to 9,900 years ago
¨ Early Paleo-Indian phase, 11,500 to 10,400 years ago
¨ Middle Paleo-Indian phase, 10,800 to 10,200 years ago
¨ Late Paleo-Indian phase, 10,400 to 9,900 years ago
¨ Archaic period, 10,000 to 3,000 years ago
¨ Early Archaic phase, 10,000 to 7,000 years ago
¨ Middle Archaic phase, 8,200 to 5,000 years ago
¨ Late Archaic/Transitional phase, 5,000 to 3,000 years ago
¨ Woodland period, 3,300 to 500 years ago
¨ Early Woodland phase, 3,300 to 2,000 years ago
¨ Middle Woodland phase, 2,300 to 1,000 years ago
¨ Late Woodland phase begins, 1,100 to 500 years ago
¨ Initial European contacts, A.D. 1492 to 1607
¨ Colonial period, 1607 to 1775
¨ The Revolutionary War and the Early National period, 1775 to 1789
¨ Federal period, 1789 to 1820
¨ Antebellum period, 1820 to 1861
¨ The Civil War, 1861 to 1865
¨ Reconstruction, industrial expansion, and the Gilded Age, 1865 to 1900
¨ Progressive era, 1900 to 1920
¨ The Roaring Twenties, 1920 to 1929
¨ The Depression era, 1930 to 1939
¨ Global war, 1939 to 1945
¨ Cold War, 1945 to1989
¨ New World Economic Order, 1989 to 1999

SIGNIFICANT EVENTS

¨ One-celled organisms evolve during Precambrian times, 3.5 to one billion years ago.
¨ The Grenville Orogeny mountain-building episode, 1.3 to one billion years ago.
¨ The Iapetus Ocean covers the region, one billion to 500 million years ago.
¨ The Pangean supercontinent forms, 500 million years ago.
¨ Plants, insects, and amphibians emerge during the Paleozoic era, 600 to 230 million years

ago.



¨ The Appalachian Orogeny mountain-building episode, 350 to 250 million years ago.
¨ Dinosaurs, birds, and the first mammals appear during the Mesozoic era, 230 to sixty-five

million years ago.
¨ North America goes with Laurasia when Pangaea splits up 200 million years ago.
¨ Lying on the shores of Laurasia, parts of the region are periodically flooded by Atlantic

Ocean waters between 200 million and 12,000 years ago.
¨ Mammals begin to emerge as dominant land animals, sixty-five million years ago.
¨ North America begins to split off from Laurasia fifty million years ago.
¨ The most recent series of Pleistocene Ice-Ages begin two million years ago.
¨ The most recent glacial ice-sheets begin to retreat 18,000 years ago.
¨ Possible pre-Clovis occupation of the region beginning around 18,000 years ago.
¨ Paleoindian people using Clovis points first come to the Chesapeake by 11,500 years ago.
¨ Clovis points are replaced by a variety of smaller stemmed and notched projectile points,

10,400 years ago.
¨ Pleistocene megafauna such as American mammoth and giant beaver become extinct as

the most recent Ice-Age ends 10,000 years ago.
¨ Modern mixed hardwood forests begin to dominate the environment of most areas of the

region by 9,900 years ago. Rising temperatures melting glacial ice raise sea level
worldwide-rising waters begin to form the outline of the modern Chesapeake Bay by
9,900 years ago.

¨ The modern day Bay shoreline and environment emerges between 6,000 and 3,000 years
ago.

¨ People begin encouraging the growth of desirable plants by 5,000 years ago.
¨ Appearance of pottery in the region begins the container revolution, 3,000 years ago.
¨ Distinctive copper, clay, shell, and stone artifacts associated with the Ohio Valley Adena

cultural tradition appear in regional archeological sites, 2,500 to 1,900 years ago.
¨ Squash, beans, and tobacco are first cultivated in the region between 1,500 and 1,000

years ago.
¨ Corn, squash, beans, and tobacco become important cultivated crops in the region by

1,000 years ago. The bow and arrow is introduced into the region.
¨ People begin building settled towns in the region. Potomac Creek culture ancestors of the

Piscataways move into the lower Potomac valley sometime around A..D. 1300.
¨ Europeans first land on the shores of the Caribbean in 1492 and Canada in 1497.
¨ Giovanni da Verrazano pens the earliest written record of contact in the region in 1524.
¨ Susquehannock immigrants from the upper Susquehanna River supplant Shenks Ferry

culture people in the lower Pennsylvania Piedmont between 1550 and 1575.
¨ Early Spanish and English colonization attempts fail between 1571 and 1585.
¨ The Powhatan chiefdom develops along the James River Coastal Plain, by 1600.
¨ The first successful English colony, Virginia, is established at Jamestown, 1607.
¨ Virginian tobacco becomes the subject of massive European consumer demand after 1612.
¨ Enslaved Africans are first brought to the region in 1619.
¨ Maryland is founded at St. Mary’s City, 1634.
¨ Virginian trader William Claiborne is forcibly ejected from Maryland, 1638.
¨ Protestant Parliamentarians led by Richard Ingles seize and plunder Maryland in 1645

during the English Civil War.



¨ Maryland’s 1649 Act of Toleration protects Catholic, Protestant, and Quaker worship.
The Act is repealed in1654.

¨ Puritan Parliamentarians and the Crown fight the English Civil War, 1642 to 1649. Charles
I is executed and England is declared a Commonwealth, 1649.

¨ War and disease reduce the regional Indian population to 2,400, one-tenth of its pre-
contact size, by 1650. Colonial population rises from zero to 13,000 during the same
years.

¨ Charles II restores Royal prerogatives, 1665.
¨ Susquehannocks are dispersed and Jamestown is burned during Bacon’s Rebellion, 1675

to 1676.
¨ The 1677 Treaty of Middle Plantation (now Williamsburg), reduces Virginia’s Native

American population to tributary status.
¨ William Penn is granted the charter for Pennsylvania, 1681.
¨ The authority of the Commonwealth’s parliamentary system is affirmed after James II is

deposed during the Glorious Revolution, 1688.
¨ Georgian architecture first becomes the model for high style housing in the region between

the1690s and the 1720s.
¨ The College of William and Mary is founded in Williamsburg, 1693.
¨ Maryland moves its capital to Annapolis, 1695.
¨ Virginia’s capital is moved from Jamestown to Williamsburg,1699.
¨ African Americans make up half the region’s workforce and forty percent of its population

by 1700.
¨ The Act of Union joins Scotland with England, Wales, and Ireland into the United

Kingdom of Great Britain, 1707.
¨ The first theater in America opens in Williamsburg, 1717.
¨ Baltimore, Maryland is founded, 1729.
¨ Lancaster, Pennsylvania is established, 1730.
¨ The Great Awakening religious revival sweeps the region between 1738 and 1745.
¨ Richmond, Virginia is founded, 1742.
¨ Petersburg, Virginia is founded in 1748. Alexandria, Virginia is established during the

following year.
¨ Colonial population rises to 380,000 in 1750. African Americans make up more than one-

third of this population. A cooler and wetter climatic regime, known as the Little Ice-Age,
begins around this time.

¨ Charlottesville, Virginia incorporated, 1762.
¨ The first tax levies, collectively known as the Intolerable Acts, arouse discontent

throughout the region, 1764.
¨ Survey is completed on the Mason-Dixon Line between Maryland and Pennsylvania, 1767.
¨ Total population in the region reaches 700,000 by 1775.
¨ Revolutionary War, 1775 to 1783.
¨ The United States declares Independence, 1776.
¨ Cornwallis surrenders his army to generals George Washington and the Comte de

Rochambeau at Yorktown, Virginia, effectively ending the fighting in North America,
October 19, 1781.

¨ The Constitution is ratified, 1789.



¨ The Bank of Maryland is established, 1790.
¨ Maryland and Virginia provide land and funds for the new national capital, 1791.
¨ The nation’s capital is moved to the newly established District of Columbia (later

Washington, D.C.), 1792. The Cape Henry Lighthouse is built the same year.
¨ Construction begins on the U.S. Capitol, 1793.
¨ Yellow fever ravages the region between 1793 and 1794.
¨ Regional population reaches one million, 1800.
¨ Work begins on the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, 1804.
¨ The federal government abolishes importation of slaves, 1808.
¨ Work begins on the Cumberland Road, 1811.
¨ War of 1812 renews hostilities with Great Britain between 1812 and 1814.
¨ The first commercial steamboat on Chesapeake Bay waters begins service, 1813.
¨ British troops burn Washington and besiege Baltimore, 1814.
¨ The University of Virginia is established, 1816.
¨ The nation’s first gas utility, the Baltimore Gas Lighting Company, is chartered in 1817.
¨ Construction begins on Fortress Monroe, Virginia, 1819.
¨ Canal, railroad, and coal industrial development revolutionizes technology during the

1820s.
¨ The Maryland assembly extends suffrage to Jewish men, 1826.
¨ Charles Carroll of Carrollton, Maryland organizes the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, the

first passenger and freight railway in the United States, in 1827.
¨ Work begins on the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal,

1828.
¨ The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal opens, 1829.
¨ Peter Cooper’s steam engine, the Tom Thumb, makes its first trip from Baltimore to

Ellicott’s Mills, 1830.
¨ The Maryland State Colonization Society to relocate freed slaves is formed, 1831. The

same year, Nat Turner leads an unsuccessful slave revolt in Virginia.
¨ Edmund Ruffin’s publication of an influential scientific report on the use of marl as a

fertilizer increases efficiency of plantation agriculture,1832. The worldwide cholera
epidemic strikes the region the same year.

¨ The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal is completed, 1837. The Great Panic of 1837 throws the
nation’s economy into depression.

¨ The nation’s first iron hulled ship, the DeRosset built in Baltimore, is registered, 1839.
¨ Pennsylvania farmers begin growing cigar-wrapper tobacco, 1840.
¨ The Tredegar Iron Works opens in Richmond, 1841.
¨ The nation’s first telegraph line is erected between Baltimore and Washington, 1844. The

anti-immigrant Know-Nothing party also is formed.
¨ The United States Naval Academy opens in Annapolis, 1845.
¨ Irish, German, and Polish immigrants begin to arrive in large numbers in 1848.
¨ Regional population exceeds 1.8 million, 1850.
¨ The Washington Aqueduct is constructed between 1853 and 1863.
¨ The Republican party is formed, 1855.
¨ The first steam powered fire engine is placed into service in Baltimore, 1858.
¨ Abolitionist John Brown leads an unsuccessful raid on Harper’s Ferry to spark a slave



rising, 1859.
¨ Virginia secedes from the Union and joins the Confederacy, 1861.
¨ Civil War is fought between the Union and the Confederacy between 1861 and 1865.
¨ Northwestern counties of Virginia secedes from the state to form the new Federal state of

West Virginia, 1862.
¨ The Battle of Antietam is fought on September 17, 1862. It is the bloodiest single day of

the war.
¨ The pivotal Battle of Gettysburg is fought, July 1-3, 1863.
¨ Robert E. Lee surrender’s the Army of Northern Virginia to U.S. Grant at Appomattox

Courthouse on April 9,1865; other Confederate surrenders soon end the Civil War. The
13th Amendment abolishes slavery.

¨ Era of Reconstruction, 1865 to 1877.
¨ Gallaudet College, the first institution of higher learning for the deaf, opens in

Washington, 1866.
¨ Howard University, the nation’s first African American college, opens in Washington,

1867.
¨ The Hampton Normal and Agricultural Institute is opened in Hampton, Virginia, 1868.
¨ The Economic Crash of 1873.
¨ The Johns Hopkins University opens in Baltimore, 1876.
¨ Striking railroad workers are violently suppressed by Maryland militia, 1877.
¨ Wooden skipjack sailing vessels specially adapted to Chesapeake waters are first produced

during the early 1880s.
¨ The Virginia assembly votes funds to establish the Normal and Collegiate Institute for

Negroes and Central Hospital for mentally ill African Americans in Petersburg, 1882.
¨ Adoption of the standard gauge links all railroads in the region and the nation, 1886.
¨ America’s first electrified trolley line opens in Richmond, 1888.
¨ The nation’s first state historic preservation organization, the Association for the

Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, is organized in Richmond, 1889.
¨ The Economic Panic of 1893 plunges the nation into a five year depression.
¨ A group of protestor’s demanding economic reform marches on Washington in 1894.

Known as Coxey’s Army, they are forcibly driven from the capital.
¨ Spanish-American War, fought with Spain between 1898 and 1899.
¨ Region population reaches three million 1900.
¨ Internal combustion engines power the first commercially successful wheeled vehicles and

airplanes between 1900 and 1910.
¨ The Great Baltimore Fire destroys the city center, 1904.
¨ Passenger pigeons become extinct in the wild, 1914.
¨ World War I embroils the European powers between 1914 and 1918.
¨ America enters World War I on the side of the Allies in 1917.
¨ The allies defeat the Central powers in 1918. The worldwide Spanish influenza epidemic

strikes the region later that year. The Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918 outlaws the
killing of whistling swans, establishes hunting seasons, and sets bag limits on waterfowl
migrating across international boundaries.

¨ Regional population exceeds 4.5 million, 1920.
¨ Robert H. Goddard launches the first successful liquid fuel rocket in Maryland, 1926.



¨ The stock market crash begins the Great Depression, 1929.
¨ Regional population reaches five million, 1930.
¨ Federal troops disperse the bonus marchers in Washington, 1932.
¨ Franklin Delano Roosevelt elected to his first term as president, 1933.
¨ The Social Security Act of 1935.
¨ World War II begins in Europe, 1939.
¨ Regional population nears the 5.5 million mark, 1940.
¨ America enters World War II on the side of the Allies, 1941.
¨ The Pentagon opens in Arlington, Virginia, 1942.
¨ Harry S. Truman becomes president following Roosevelt’s death, 1945. World War II

ends.
¨ The Cold War begins. Executive Order 9835 authorizes loyalty checks, 1947.
¨ Alger Hiss spy case, 1948 to 1950.
¨ Post-war migration and the baby boom cause regional population to jump to seven million

in 1950.
¨ The Korean War is fought between U.S.-led U.N. troops and Communist North Korean

and Chinese forces on the Korean peninsula, 1950 to 1953.
¨ Chesapeake Bay Bridge opens, 1952.
¨ Federal Interstate Highway Act of 1956.
¨ National Defense Education Act of 1958.
¨ The Economic Opportunity Act of 1964.
¨ American military involvement in Vietnam between 1965 and 1973.
¨ The Historic Preservation Act of 1966.
¨ Riots in Washington, Baltimore, and other Chesapeake cities, 1968.
¨ Amtrak established, 1970.
¨ Hurricane Agnes devastates the region, 1972.
¨ The Chesapeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel opens, 1973.
¨ OPEC oil embargo creates fuel shortages throughout the region, 1973.
¨ The Environmental Protection Agency establishes the Chesapeake Bay Program, 1983.
¨ The Cold War ends as the Soviet Union collapses, 1989.
¨ Regional population reaches 10.5 million, 1990.
¨ Regional population hits the twelve million mark, 1999.


